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The B.C.F. and Union Grading Lists 
for 1957

(1) This is the first set of lists under the new decentralized system. The B.C.F. National 
Grading Committee is now responsible for grading players in and above grade 3a. The 
Unions are responsible for 3b and below.

(2) The five lists are published below—

Grades 1a-3a
Number of 

Players
B.C.F. National List 45
Grades 3b-5b
S.C .C .U . and London Chess League 153
N .C .C .U ........................................................ 65
M .C.C.U ........................................................ 52
W .E .C .U ....................................................... 23

Total . 333

(3) A ll lists are prepared by the same method, described in the 1957-1958 B.C.F. Year 
Book. The work is co-ordinated by the National Grading Committee, and the lists are 
comparable. The Unions make their own rules for eligibility and qualification, and may 
diverge in this and in the number of grades covered. This would not affect the comparability
of the lists.

(4) The lists cover the period October, 1955, to September, 1957. The qualification is 
thirty games in the period, including at least ten in 1956-1957. This is waived in appropriate 
cases.

(5) The B.C.F. National List contains forty-five names, compared with forty-eight in the 
same grades last year. Kottnauer is now alone in 1a, for Alexander’s results at Hastings and 
in the British Championship bring him down to 1b. Golombek and J. Penrose are again in 
1b, and are joined by P. H. Clarke, now becoming established in the front rank of British 
players.

(6) There are tv/o newcomers to 2a— Bowen (playing for Hampstead after some years’ 
absence from competitive play) and Haygarth (Leeds); Fairhurst appears for the first time 
since the 1953 List; Fuller, Persitz, and Wade are once more in 2a. These performances 
contribute towards the qualifications of Clarke and Fuller for the title of British master, 
and begin those of Bowen and Haygarth.

(7) Both newcomers to 2b are young players— Davis, of Cambridge University, who as a 
boy in Hastings was in 3b in the 1954 List, and Hammond, of Civil Service and Kent. This 
year there is a promising emergence of younger players into the higher grades.

(3) The Union lists total 293, so that the aggregate for the whole set is 338, against 322 
last year. Of the 260 appearing in both years, 53 have gone up, 66 down, and 141 unchanged: 
78 have come into the lists, and 62 have dropped out.

(9) In the five lists 1953-1957, 495 players have been graded. Of these, 150 appeared 
once only (62 this time), 201 twice or three times, and 144 four or five times. Only 28 of 
the 49 in the first list have remained in the lists throughout, and only four of these in the 
same grade throughout.

(10) The results of B.C.F. and other “ national”  events will continue to be evaluated 
centrally. A ll other records are now collected by the Union graders, whose addresses are 
in the Year Book. The National Grading Committee and the Union graders appreciate the 
nation-wide support that they are receiving, and hope to improve the lists steadily from
year to year.

(11) In the following lists, the number in each grade is put in brackets. Each player’s 
club or county and 1956grading (if any) are given in brackets: IM and BM indicate International 
master and British master: in the B.C.F. List, the four Unions are indicated by S, N, M, and
W . respectively: C.S. indicates Civil Service.
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B .C .F .  N A T I O N A L  L I S T

G ra d e  1a (1)
C . Kottnauer (IM : 1a)

G ra d e  1b (4)
C . H . O ’D . A lexander (IM : 1a)
P. H. C la rke  (S : 2b)
H. Golom bek (IM : 1b)
J . Penrose (B M : 1 b)

G ra d e  2a (6)
A. W . Bowen (S)
W . A . Fa irhurst (IM)
J , A . Fu ller (S : 2a)
M. J . Haygarth (N : 2b)
r . J. A . Persitz (S : 2a)
r . G . W ade (IM : 2a)

G rad e  2b (12)
L. W . Barden (S : 2b)
R. J. Broadbent (BM : 2b)
H. E. G . Co urtney (M : 2b)
M. Davis (S)
M. J. Franklin  (S : 2b)
O . Friedman (S : 2b)
A. Y . Green (S : 2b)
N. G . Hammond (S)
P. S. M ilner-Barry (BM : 2a)

G ra d e  2b (12) (contd .)
F . Parr (S : 2b)
W . Tabakiern ik  (M : 2b) 
P. N . W a llis  (M : 2b)

G ra d e  3a (22)
G . Abrahams (N  : 3b)
J . M. A itken  ( W : 2b)
J . Ansell ( W : 3b)
M. Blaine (S : 3a)
B. Cafferty (M : 3b)
J . W . C o rn forth (S : 3a)
S. Fazekas (!M : 3a)
P. C . G ibbs (N : 3a)
D . G . Horseman (M : 3a)
F. E. A . K it to  (W : 3a)
D . G . Mackay (S : 3a)
D . V . Mardle (W )
G . J . M artin (S : 3a)
S. Milan (N  : 3a)
R . H . Newman (S : 3a)
P. J. O akley (M : 3a)
D . Paffley (N : 3a)
D . B. Pritchard (S : 3a)
A . R . B. Thomas (W : 3a)
W . Veitch (S : 2b)
J. A . W a ll (S : 3b)
B. H . W ood (M : 2b)

U N I O N  LISTS

S. C .C .U ./L .C .L . (22)
J. Birnberg (Athenaeum : 3b)
M. F. Co llin s (Cambridge U n ive rs ity : 4a)
F. Fischer (W est London: 4a)
T . Goodhill (W est Ham : 4a)
R. H artnett (Clapham Com m on: 3a)
E. C . Hughes (C iv il Service and M iddlesex: 3a)
H. Israel (M iddlesex: 3b)
J. Levin (M etropo litan : 3a)
D. E. Lloyd (C iv il Service and M iddlesex: 4a)
R. Payne (Southend and W est Ham : 3b)
N. A . Perkins (C iv il Service and F inch ley: 3b)
W . H . Pratten (Ham pshire : 3b)
W . E. C . Richards (C iv il Service and S u rre y : 4a)
L. Rosselson (Ham pstead: 4b)
A. Samuels (C roydon)
E. G . Sergeant (BM : 3b)
A. R. Sp ille r (Athenaeum : 4a)
R. W . Stevenson (Clapham Com m on: 3b)
J. Stone (Hampstead : 3a)

G ra d e  3b (33)
B. Sturgeon (Ilfo rd : 3b)
J . D . T ay lo r (Cam bridge U n ive rs ity )
P. C . Tom lin  (H arro w )
N .C .C .U . (6)
T . J. Beach (L ive rp o o l: 3b)
J. H . Beaty (D oncaster: 3b)
D . Harding (Sale : 4a)
C . G . H ilton (M anchester: 3b)
P. C . Hoad (L ive rp o o l: 3b)
J . W olstenholm e (M anchester: 3b)

M.C.C.U. (4)
G . F. H arris  (Lye , W o rce ste rsh ire : 3a)
B. J. Moore (E rd ington : 3b)
W . R . M orry (E rd ington : 3b)
P. D . Sanderson (Leicester Chess C lu b : 3b)

W .E .C .U . (1)
P. F. Copping (W iltsh ire : 3a)

G rad
S.C.C.U./L.C.L. (34)
W . Broome (Clapham Com m on: 4a)
G. G . Butcher (W im b led on : 3b)
A. Calder-Sm ith (Clapham Com m on)

B. Cook (C iv il Service and Ilfo rd : 3b)
F. Davy (Southgate: 3b)
W . S. Deeth (Hampstead and O xford  U n ive rs ity : 4b)
A. Distler (Athenaeum : 4a)
R. A . Fuller (Southend)
D. Gilbertson (Southgate: 4a)
G . F. G irling  (K e n t: 4b)
D . J. P . G ray (Cam bridge U n ive rs ity : 4a)
J. E . G uthrie  (M iddlesex)
J. B . Harm er (W est London: 4a)
J. B. Hawson (Ilfo rd : 4a)

A . H irsch  (F inch ley : 3b)J. Hobbs (Tw ickenham  and N .T . G as : 4b
R . F . H olmes (Cam bridge C ity )
J . B . Howson (K e n t: 3b)

G. B. Lew is (C iv il Se rv ice : 3b)
D. M iller (Ham pstead: 4a)

Grade 4a (56)
A . J . M orrell (Ilfo rd : 3b)
A . G . C . Paish (Insurance)
J . S. Parker (W im b ledon : 3b)
M rs. E . Pritchard (4a)
D . J . Richards (O xford  U n iv e rs ity : 4a)
S. A . Seale (Ea ling : 3b)
J. V . Sk ille te r (W est Ham : 4a)
R . A . Slade (K e n t: 4a)
J . M. Soesan (Ilfo rd : 4a)
F. E . T in w o rth  (Muswell H ill and A quarius: 4a)
G . H . F. T red inn ick  (Insurance and W im b led on : 4a 
R . G . W h ite  (Stock Exchange: 4b)
H . I. W oo lverton  (Ilfo rd : 4a)
W . J . E . Yeeles (K e n t: 4b)

N.C.C.U . (8)
I. Goldberg (Leed s: 5a)
N . L ittlew ood (Sheffield)
J. W . N aylo r (L ive rpoo l)
J. H . P o llitt (M anchester: 4a)
J. E. Povey (Leeds: 3b)
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G ra d  i

H . G . Rhodes (Southport: 3a)
J. T . Smith (M anchester: 4a)
S. W ilk in so n  (H arrogate : 4a)

M .C .C .U . (9)
R . W . Bonham (W o rceste r C ity : 3b)
A . G . Burbidge (Kynoch : 4b)
A . J . Butcher (W olverham pton : 4b)
K . L . G ardner (So lih u ll: 4b)
P. H arris (W est B rom w ich : 4a)
V . J . A . Russ (Le iceste r Chess C lu b : 4a)

4a (56)— (contd.)
A . Starosolsky (U kra in ians, Le iceste r: 4b)
C . G . Tayar (B irm ingham : 4a)
D . J . Youston (K yno ch : 4a)

W .E .C .U . (5)
R . M. Bruce (D evo n : 4a)
J . C . Cock (G lo uceste rsh ire : 4b)
J . E . Jones (Devon)
J . Neale (G lo uceste rsh ire : 3b)
C . W elch (G lo uceste rsh ire : 4b)

G r a

S . C .C .U ./L .C .L . (31)
F. W . A llen (A thenaeum : 4a)
G . A . C . A shcroft (Battersea : 4b)
J. M. Bee (M etropo litan : 4b)
A . Bernfield (M etropo litan : 4b)
R . E . Borland (H arrow  and London U n ive rs ity )
T . H . George (Ilfo rd : 5a)
D . G o w le r (W est Ham and Lensbury : 5a)
N . H . S. Lavers (H e rtfo rd sh ire : 4a)
H . C . Lew is (C iv il Service and H ertfo rd sh ire : 4b)
M. Macdonald-Ross (Athenaeum  and K e n t: 4b)
P. May (Southgate: 5b)
A . Mazitis (F inch ley : 4b)
K . C . Messere (A thenaeum : 4b)
J . A . Moore (M etropo litan : 5a)
H . G . M utkin (O xford  U n ive rs ity : 5a)
G . M. Norm an (W est London and Sussex: 4a)
A . Philpott (F inch ley : 4b)
W . E . B . P rye r (H e rtfo rd sh ire : 4a)
J . S. Regruto (Battersea)
I. P. Russell (Southgate: 4b)
D . Sherman (Athenaeum )
R. Smith (C iv il Se rv ice : 5a)
R . Speirs (H a rro w : 4a)
K . E . Stanley (B risto l U n ive rs ity  and Essex)
R . F . Streater (W 'imblcdon and Sussex: 4a)
Miss P. A . Sunnucks (M iddlesex)
G . Tanfield (C iv il Serv ice)
V . Tarno fsky (C iv il Service and Essex: 5a)
A . A . Thom son (Richmond and Tw ickenham : 4a)
Miss E . T ranm er (Ham pstead: 4b)
S. W ilk in so n  (W est Ham )

le 4b (60)
N .C .C .U . (15)
A . W . Bachini (L ive rp o o l: 5a)
E . G . Berg (B rad ford : 4b)
M. E . Binks (H u ll)
J . G . Co ckcro ft (B rad fo rd : 4a)
R. B. Edwards (H arrogate : 5a)
W . C . Evans (Sheffield : 4b)
S. Haggas (B rad fo rd : 5a)
M. A . Haigh (Leed s: 5a)
P. W . Hempson (D urham )
K . H ilton (L ive rp o o l: 5a)
H . Howarth (Bradford)
B. H . Neumann (M anchester: 4a)
J . R . N icholson (W ir ra l :  4b)
W . A . Oddy (H arrogate : 4b)
D . G . T ran te r (Sheffield : 4a)
M .C .C .U . (5)
G . Carlin  (Braunstone, Leicester)
P. E. C o llie r (Le iceste r Chess C lu b : 5a)
H . G . T . M atchett (B irm ingham : 4a)
L . B. Pawson (G rim sb y : 5a)
J . M. T ay le r (Braunstone, Leicester)
W .E .C .U . (9)
R . W . M. Baxte r (G loucestersh ire)
E. Faierman (G lo uceste rsh ire : 4a)
J . B. Goodman (D evon : 4b)
I. R . N ap ier (C o rn w a ll)
A . R . P itt (G lo uceste rsh ire : 5a)
M .E . Poolake (G lo uceste rsh ire : 4a)
R . O . Pow is (G lo uceste rsh ire : 4a)
I. T . Sifton (D evo n : 4’o)
D . A . Thom as (Som erset)

G r ;
S .C .C .U ./L .C .L . (38)
G . P. Barnard (C iv il Serv ice)
H . W . C a lve rt (Ilfo rd : 5a)
D . J . Casiot (K e n t)
D . J . Co llin s (H a rro w : 5a)
E . E . Colm an (W im b led on : 4b)
J. R . Cooke (W est Ham )
P. Dean (Leyton and London U n ive rs ity : 5a)
S. Dean (C iv il Service and W est Ham : 5b)
P. C . Doye (W est Ham)
R . G . Duce (Lensbury and M iddlesex: 4b)
W . Evans (Battersea and Buckingham shire: 5b)
B . E . Glaze (C iv il Service and M etropolitan: 5a)
L. A . J . G lyde (Ilfo rd : 4b)
T . T . Godw in (W est London: 5a)
D . J . G roen  (C iv il Service and Tw ickenham )
W . B. Haase (Southgate: 5b)
A . Hall (H arro w  and O xford  U n ive rs ity )
R. H . King (C iv il Se rv ice : 5b)
B. M edhurst (Cam bridge U n ive rs ity )
G . C . N urse (Insurance and S u rre y : 5a)
R . P inner (Richmond and Tw ickenham )
M. Podoba (M idd lesex: 5a)
M. R . P o rte r (Ilfo rd : 5a)
A . P. P rim ett (H e rtfo rd sh ire : 5a)
T . P ruchnicki (Polish Y .M .C .A .: 5b)
J . E . Redon (Battersea and M iddlesex: 5a)
J . D . Rosse (M idd lesex: 4b)

le 5a (75)
P. M. Shaw (C iv il Service and Tw ickenham : 5b)
G . Sutton (Tw ickenham )
G . Tarjan  (B .B .C .: 5a)
P. T illso n  (C iv il Se rv ice : 5a)
R . W . Tyndale (A thenaeum : 5a)
M. E. Ventham (C iv il Se rv ice : 5a)
F. W . V iney (Finchley and C iv il Se rv ice : 5b)
P. R . V ivian (C iv il Service)
W . S. W a llis (C iv il Service and W est London: 5a)
A . W eb er (C lapham Common and Tw ickenham : 5
S. T .  K . W ilk in so n  (Athenaeum )

N . C .C .U . (20)
C . G . Addingley (Leeds: 5a)
K . Beaumont (H uddersfie ld : 4b)
J . H . B. Bennett (M anchester)
D . G . Ellison (Bo lton : 4b)
J . Espley (S to ckp o rt: 5b)
B. Ew art (W a lla sey : 5b)
R . F letcher (Huddersfield)
D . B. Grayson (M anchester: 4b)
C . R . G u rnh ill (Sheffield : 5a)
O . H . Hardy (W akefie ld : 5a)
R . W . Ives (W akefie ld : 5b)
H . R . Jenkins (M anchester)
D . W . McGough (Y o rk )
A . G . Midgley (H uddersfield : 5a)
L . W . O live r (South Sh ie lds: 5a)
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G ra d e  5a (75)— (contd.)

E . Priestley (H uddersfie ld : 5b)
J. Rushton (H uddersfie ld : 5b)
F. Smith (B lackburn : 4b)

A. F. Stobo (M anchester: 5a)
B . L . W ilk in son  (C h o rley : 5a)

M .C.C .U . (13)
C . Cordel (Leicester Chess C lu b : 5a)
D . O . Gould (Leiceste r Chess C lu b : 5a)
T . Harman (C o ve n try : 4b)
S H ryniw  (U kra in ians, Le iceste r: 5a)
T . Lee (K e n ilw o rth : 5a)
N. E. Lewis (C irc le , Birm ingham : 5a)

W . S. Powell (V ic to ry , S to ke : 5a)
D . Saunderson (C h este rfie ld : 5a)
G . H . Simmons (Appleby-Frodingham)
G . N . Stokes (S o lih u ll: 5a)
J . H . W atts  (C o ve n try : 4b)
K . W h y ld (Boots, N ottingham : 4b)
C . B. W ood (Sutton Co ldfie ld )

W .E .C .U . (4)
M rs. R . M. Bruce (D evon : 5a)
R . B. Copleston (D evon : 5a)
I .  F. G r ix  (D evon)
P. Keffler (Som erset)

S . C.C .U ./L .C .L . (28)
M. Biggs (C iv il Service and Battersea)
H. T . Callaghan (En fie ld : 5a)
F. J. Camm (W est London: 5b)
T . I. Casswell (Ham pstead: 5a)
P. A . Cooke (C iv il Service and Battersea: 5b)
Miss Doulton (B .B .C . and M iddlesex: 5b)
M. Duda-Morena (Polish Y .M .C .A .: 5a)
J. Foley (L .C .C .)
B. Forysiak (Polish Y .M .C .A .: 5b)
H. C . G arner (C iv il Se rv ice : 5a)
W . J . G illies (C iv il Se rv ice : 5b)
P. W . Haddock (O ld Parkonians)
S. G . H ill (C iv il Service and M etropolitan : 5a)
C . Jahn (H a rro w : 5a)
R .E . James (Insurance and Sutton, and Cheam : 5b)
S. Jezewski (Polish Y .M .C .A .: 5a)
S. Leff (Athenaeum )
A . E. Nield (Hastings: 4b)
J. T . Pascoe (W est Ham)
G . A . Rain (Insurance: 5b)
M. J. Reddie (L .C .C .)
R. E. Rushbrook (Stock Exchange: 5b)
A . F. Stam m witz (H a rro w : 5b)
J. C . Thompson (C iv il Service and K en t)
L. Vine (H am psh ire : 5a)
R. A . W agstaff ( Ilfo rd : 5a)
R. W eisz (W im b ledon : 5a)
H. Zamojski (Polish Y .M .C .A .: 5b

N . C .C .U . (16)
R. C . Beevers (Sheffield : 5b)
A . Bucys (B rad fo rd : 5a)
A . Eva (Manchester)
J. Johnson (L ive rpoo l)
J. Kenyon (Bolton)
B. J . M cGreevy (L ive rp o o l: 5b)
A . M ilner (M anchester)
J. E. Morton (Sheffield)

G ra d e  5b (69)
J. W . Narcross (Leed s: 5b)
F. Rolls (Parsons M arine, W allsend)
R . P. Ross (H u ll : 5b)
E. L . T ay lo r (Sale : 5b)
T . Thomas (M .P .N .I ., N ewcastle)
H . H . W atts  (Southp ort: 5b)
A . W ilson  (Bradford)
F. W hitham  (M anchester: 5b)

M .C .C .U . (21)
R . Asch (Kynoch)
J. H . Baines (W est Brom w ich )
C . G . Burton (Erd ington)
C . G . Burton (Erd ington)
A . R . Cham berlain (C ity  of B irm ingham : 5b)
E. B. Chapman (Nalgo, Le iceste r: 5a)
F. Clough (C irc le , Birm ingham )
M. E . Davis (Erd ington)
N . A . Dent (Birm ingham  U n ive rs ity )
J . C . Dore (Birm ingham  U n ive rs ity : 5b)
A . Freyer (Leiceste r Chess C lu b : 5a)
C . Ham m ersley (C ity  of Birm ingham : 5a)
G . E . James (Nalgo, Le iceste r: 5b)
R. G . L iIIw all (Lockheed, Leam ington)
C . Linnell (C irc le , Birm ingham )
A . Marshall (Leiceste r Chess C lub )
A . P. Nicholas (E rd ington : 5b)
O . Schalscha (W ellin g to n : 5b)
W . S low ik  (D e rb y : 5b)
P. M. Thomas (Le iceste r Chess C lub)
O . W eiss (Le iceste r Chess C lu b : 5b)
R . D . W orm ald  (W o rce ste r C ity : 5a)

W .E .C .U . (4)
K . W . B loodw orth (D evo n : 5a)
S. H . Brocklesby (Som erset)
R . M. Morgan (Som erset)
J. F. W hee le r (Devon)


